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The Knesset Salutes Youth Villages and Boarding Schools
A special event, sponsored by MK Amiram Mitzna in
cooperation with the Public Forum for Youth Villages and the
Administration for Rural Education, Ministry of Education was
held on January 20th, 2014, at the Israeli Knesset, to salute
youth villages in Israel.The goal of the event was to raise
awareness to the added value and importance of youth villages
and boarding school educational frameworks, while recognizing
and acknowledging their dedicated employees, pupils and
graduates.

Speakers at the event included: the Speaker of the Knesset –
MK Yuri Edlestein, the Minister of Welfare - Meir Cohen, the
Deputy Minister of Education – Avi Warztman, the Director of
Administration for Rural Education – Dr. Benny Fisher, and Avi
Naor, Chairman of the Public Forum.  In addition, a speech by
the Minister of Education – Rabbi

Shai Piron was broadcast in which he expressed his
appreciation of boarding school education in general and of the
professional staff, and pupils in particular.

Four hundred and thirty invitees attended the event, including
16 Knesset members, representatives of government
ministries, the board and members of the Public Forum,
management of the organizations that own the youth villages,
as well as village directors, staff, and pupils.

At the beginning of the event, a movie was screened describing
the personal lives and success stories of three pupils from
youth villages

who underwent significant changes in their lives during the
years they attended boarding school.  They learned tools and
skills, and today they are realizing their potential, striving to
succeed and fulfilling their dreams.

The success of the pupils expresses the vision of the Forum –
“Every child can, and every child is deserving”. To illustrate
the contribution of boarding frameworks, five graduates of
these frameworks shared with the audience their personal
stories, their memories of their childhoods and the villages, as
well where they are today professionally and personally.  These
and other graduates serve as model for many, and their
successes attest to the strengths of boarding education in
Israel.

Registration for the 2014-15 School Year

We are in the midst of registration for the next school year and
happy to announce the opening of our soccer academy for
7th graders, and our judo activities to be led by the past
European champion Arik Ze’evi.

The soccer academy, for 7th graders, will integrate soccer
training and theory alongside a normal academic program.  Mr.
I tzik Adatto, a coach who trained in Europe, and who for the
last several years has led the soccer teams for children and
youth for the Hevel Modi’in Regional Council, will direct the
academy.

Alex Ashkenazi, Arik Ze’evi’s coach, will be involved in
identifying youth for personal judo training at Ben Shemen.

These programs join the successful basketball academy
established three years ago by the  Village  and Elitzur
Ramle. The Ben Shemen Basketball team won this
year’s Rural Education Championship. The players from all
over the country, train nine times a week, either at the Village
or in Ramle.  Two of our players have been asked to join the
Israel National team.
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Pay It Forward

Annual giving.  I t’s a simple concept that has a huge impact.

Ben Shemen is entering its first-ever fundraising campaign, to
help the Village ensure continuous funding, making us less
dependent on government funding, and allowing us to expand
activities and programs, ensure the children’s basic needs, and
renovate our facilities many of which are in need long overdue
attention.

Think back to your time at the Ben Shemen Youth Village.
Think about who you were when you arrived and who you are
today.  How big a part did Ben Shemen play in getting you to
where you are?

Annual giving impacts students and programming immediately
– and makes you as a donor part of our success – a true win-
win.  You can direct your support to the part of Ben Shemen
that is most meaningful to you:  scholarships, athletics, a
specific program, or where the need is the greatest.

The Ben Shemen Youth Village invites you to be an integral
part of both the present and the future of the Village.  Every
gift counts.  Every gifts make a difference in the lives of Ben
Shemen’s pupils.  Every gift strengthens the Village and our
reputation.

For more information please contact: Tel. 972-8-9777101

Email. I lana.tischler@gmail.com
Or make a gift:
https:/ /secured.israelgives.org//donate/makedonation?
MakeDonation=1&AmutaGovId= 580026441

The International Program

The Ben Youth Village has opened its gates for young Jews
from the Diaspora.  The program for youth from France and
other countries is based on the Na’ale program which was
successfully operated in the Village for the last eight years. The
program invites youth entering 10th grade who either have
made aliyah or intend to make aliya to participate in program
that includes a yearlong ulpan and preparation for taking the
matriculation exam for new immigrants during 11th and 12th

grade.
Students who began in 10th grade during the current academic
year, will continue to study at Ben Shemen for the next two
years in cooperation with the Na’ale Administration.

Excellence at Ben Shemen

Seven of Our Ethiopian Pupils Participated in Pilot ’s Course
At the initiative of a very special person, Izzy Cana’an and the Yealim
organization, Ethiopian youth are learning how to fly with the
generous assistance of fighter pilots and the Rishon LeTzion airport.

The youth do not participate in the cost.  The youth, from Rishon
LeTzion and youth villages in the area, are invited to participate in a
yearlong course.  Some continue for a second year depending on the
number of scholarships available.

During the current academic year, seven
Ethiopian pupils from Ben Shemen
participated in the course.  All seven
passed the course successfully and took
their first flights.  Only some of the pupils
will be able to continue next year due to
the limited number of scholarships
available.  (Scholarships cost 70,000 NIS
per year).

Pupils who successfully complete the second year are recommended
to the Israel Air Force for pilot training.

The I lan and Assaf Ramon Memorial “Breakthrough”
Competition

In the framework of the I lan and Assaf Ramon Memorial
“Breakthrough” Competition, young entrepreneurs compete for the
privilege of representing Israel at the Singularity University summer
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program.  This summer program brings young people in contact with
the best minds in the fields of science and technology in the world,
exposes participants to senior management from companies such as
Google and Facebook, and gives them the opportunity to develop their
initiative with the assistance of the program’s professional staff.

The competition, initiated by Rona Ramon, organized and lead by the
Ministry of Science and Technology and the Ramon Foundation,
invites entrepreneurs, scientists and academicians to submit proposals
for technological initiatives that will impact the lives of a million
Israelis within five years.  Participants are competing for a place at the
Singularity University, located on the grounds of NASA in the United
States.  The competition has a semi-final and final stage, which for
the most part take place each year in March.

This is the first year, that Ben Shemen pupils are participating in the
Ramon program.  This program allows high school pupils to create a
science experiment to be sent into space.  This year thanks to support
from Neviot and Darca, our pupils sent an experiment into space.

FI RST I nternational Robotics Competition for High School
Pupils

The FIRST project encourages young people to be the science and
technology leaders of tomorrow, through an innovative program that
provides inspiration for science, engineering and technology.  The
program combines excitement and creativity, and cultivates life skills
such as self-confidence, leadership and values such as cooperation and
community involvement.

This is the sixth year, that our pupils are participating in this
completion, and each year the number of participants increases, and
everyone in the village is excited to see the robot built by the group.
Dean Kaiman is an inventor, entrepreneur, and consultant in the world
of science and technology.  I t his passion and determination to help
young people discover and become excited about this world, and are
the cornerstones of FIRST – For Inspiration and Recognition of Science
and Technology.

Making Peace
Four Meetings of Peacemakers were held with Youth
from Jericho and Nablus

Sponsored by the Peres Center for Peace, some of our 9th graders
participated in meetings with youth from Jericho and Nablus.  The
meetings were very exciting, and the participants learned about their
peers from the other side of the fence – their lifestyle, and discussed
common areas of interest such as music, Facebook and sports.

Parent Meetings

Twice a year parent meetings are held with the dormitory staff and
the staff of our treatment unit.  These meetings include lectures on
different topics common to the parents and staff.  At the beginning of
the year, the lectures were about parental authority, and at the end of
the year about positive psychology.  These meetings strengthen the
relationships with the parents and pupils and provide a holistic
solution for treating the pupils

Holidays and Celebrations
For our Purim party, each groups of pupils picked a theme for their
costumes.  The Children’s Home dressed us as “Lotomania” and the
celebration was fun and happy.

At Passover, a model Seder was held the evening before the pupils
left on vacation.

This year, for the first time, a contest was held about Jerusalem for
junior high and high school students, to honor Jerusalem Day.

Our music ensembles will perform for the second year in a row to
celebrate the close of the year in what is becoming an annual musical
event.

On June 1, 2014 the Ben Shemen Youth Village held its traditional
Shavuot Ceremony attended by hundreds of graduates and friends of
Ben Shemen and their families.
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New Volunteers

Omrix  has begun to adopt our junior high school by providing lecturers and participating with us in school events.  Omrix employees held a
“challenge day” at the Village for our pupils in addition to the lectures.

I BM management has adopted a group of 10th graders, and meet with them individually either every week or bi-weekly.  The 10th graders also
visited IBM for “Engineer’s Day”, and even though the program has only been in place for a few months, close relationships have been formed.

Brittany, a volunteer from the US, is teaching English at the school and in the Learning Center, and has formed warm relationships with the
children.
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