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What's New at the Ben
Shemen Youth Village?

December 2013

We are thankful for everyone’s continued support and look forward to working with you
in the future.

 
Warm regards and Happy New Year

 
Dr. Ilana Tischler and the Ben Shemen Family

 
At the Einstein High School
It is with great pleasure we welcome Ms. Oshra Alfasi as the
new principal.  Oshra, is currently finishing her doctorate in
Education at Hebrew University. She previously was the
principal of the high school at the Aleh Raziel Youth Village,
where during her tenure she raised the percentage of
children receiving matriculation certificates from 40% to
90%.
 
In addition, we have joined the “Darka” network.  Darka is
an educational network which provides pedagogic and social
support to schools.
 
This year we have also joined the “Ramon Program”, in
conjunction with the Neviot water company and the Darka
Network.   In the context of this program, our pupils will be
sending an experimental project into space in cooperation
with NASA.

The Boarding School
Our boarding facilities are full.  We have 420 pupils boarding full
time, and another 25 in our day program (children at risk who
receive all of their meals, etc. at the Village but sleep at home).
 
There are five graduates who have no family support system
and who are currently serving in the IDF living in our graduate
housing.  Our new soldier’s home is occupied by four women
soldiers who are currently doing their army service in the
Village.
 
Our sports teams continue to do well both the light athletics
team in conjunction with Maccabi Tel Aviv, and our basketball
team in conjunction with Elitzur Ramle.  In another month, with
the completion of our new soccer field, the most advanced in
the country, the Village will begin operating a soccer school in

cooperation with the Hevel Modi’in regional council.

 
The Children’s Home
We began the year with an important and exciting event. 
The opening of “Beit Adelis” a new building for 36 children
contributed by the Adelis Foundation.  This six million NIS
project was “fathered” by the Rashi Foundation, which
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project was “fathered” by the Rashi Foundation, which
aside from raising the funds, also took responsibility for
planning, construction and equipping the building.  The
building received its occupancy certificate in November,
and the new residents are very much enjoying their new
home.

Alumni Activities
                          
Thanks to alumni 93 year old Yitzchak Razin, our clubs
are undergoing a much needed renovation.  The process
which began two years ago, has so far has included 3
clubs, for which Mr. Razin has found contractors and
funded the renovations.
 
Our music center is alive with music thanks to a
generous donation from the Saban Foundation.  More
than 70 youth are taking instrumental and voice
instruction.
 
The Richard Levinson Archive, teams with life every
Tuesday when are dedicated volunteer staff,
painstakingly pieces together 86 year of Village history. 
The resulting documentation will provide an orderly and
accessible record for the generations to come.  Thanks
to the Levinson family, we now have additional new
furnishings in the Archive.
 
Graduate David Vered, has undertaken renovation of
our fitness room in memory of his son.  As David is living
abroad, his friend and fellow graduate Jerry Shem Tov,
has undertaken the supervision of the project, which is
expected to be completed by the end of December.
 
Graduate Rafi Yosefson, a regular contributor and
fundraiser for the Village, has connected the Village to a
nonprofit in Rishon Lezion directed by Reserve Brigadier
General Izzy Can’an which is devoted to promotion of
Ethiopian immigrants.  In this framework, Ethiopian youth
are taught to fly ultralight aircraft.  Seven of our pupils
are currently participating in this activity, and those who
excel in the course have the possibility of joining the Air
Force as pilots.
 
Jewish Communities Around the World
 
Our new soldier’s home was inaugurated in November
2013.  This new caravan was made possible by a
generous donation from the Jewish Federation of
Richmond, and we were please to host Federation CEO

Sam Asher at the dedication.
 
As always we are also grateful to the Columbus Jewish
Federation for their unswerving support of the Village.
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